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Our Church
Mission

To proclaim the
Good News of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

To nurture and care
for ourselves and
others.

To reach out to the
community and the
world by the
witness of our lives,
ministries and
services.

To help people to
come into a relation-
ship with God in
Jesus Christ through
our outreach and
witness

To equip people for

world -changing ser-

vice as they are sent
into the world to
touch the lives of
others

PASTORGS PONDERI NG

One of my highlights of this summer was going on a Youth
mission trip to Vermont. Originally, | was not planning to go but
when Dini
participate in this wonderful ministry. When we arrived in Ver-
mont, we were divided up into groups and | was given a group
that would be working on making trails up on a mountain. A new
and better trail was needed for the upcoming Breast Cancer bike
relay. On Monday when we hiked up over 30 min with our tools in
90 degree weather, we were shown where we would be making
the trail. The place looked nothing like any trail | had ever seen.

There was nothing but a row of little flags going down a mountain

through the woods. Our leader told us that this was where our

trail would be and to start raking and digging. So for the next 2

days 20 of us started to work. It was a hard work, especially

since we were working during the hottest week in Vermont and

most of us were not used to hard labor. At first, | could not imag-

ine that these youth with their adult leaders could actually build a

trail. It seemed impossible and yet we never complained. We just

worked non -stop helping one another, encouraging each other

when we were tired and hot, supporting each other when we

wanted to quit. At the end of the 2 " day, we were amazed to see

that we had actually built 90% of the trail and most of us wanted

to come back the next day to finish it off. | was so proud of our

youth who worked tirelessly. If anyone ever says that our youth

are lazy or do not have a sense of responsibility, | will show them

the pictures of those who worked with me as well as the youth

from the other 2 groups who worked as hard as my group did all

that week. v v A
| know that this experi- ﬂ%l%%%:ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁqv

ence has had an impact on -

our youth who went on this

mission trip. They have

learned to give, share their

time and strength, and most

of all they learned that you

can still have fun doing hard

work if you do it together for

others. They have learned

what ministry is all about in
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Vermont. They learned that even though you
cannot see the trails, if you work hard to-
gether in time, others will enjoy the trail you
built. It is not only about the finished product
but building it together.

And, like the youth, we can also learn
from their experiences. We have many new
ministries that are waiting to come alive. All
we have to do is to be willing to give our
time, gifts, and hard work. Without some
sweat and time, there cannot be any minis-
tries for the people in our community and the
world. We cannot wait for someone else to
build it. We are the workers that God has
called. So, let us join our youth and work to-
gether to build more ministries this year so
that others will be blessed by them and come
to know Christ through us. May we not be
afraid of some hard work but instead let us
encourage, support, and share our gifts with
one another.

Peace and Grace - Pastor Sandra

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP :
Sept. 5 Jackie Trotter Dove Preaching
1| Old Testament: JEREMIAH 18:1 -11
Palm Salter: Psalm 139
Gospel Lesson: Luke 14:25 -33 i
Sermon:. fiCome | nto the Poll
Sept. 12
il Scripture Passage: | Timothy 1:12 -17
H Luke 15:1 -10
Sermon: fiNever Losto
| sept. 19
i| Scripture Passage: | Timothy 2:1 -7
Luke 16:1 -13 |
Sermon: fiCreative Ministr]
Sept. 26 Worship Led by Youth
e 0

HELP FILL THE CHURCH WITH
MUSIC, JOIN THE CHOIR!

Yes, there will be choir this fall and we will

have a new rehearsal schedule; the second
and fourth Thursday of every month at 7:30
PM. Praise band will rehearse at 6:30 PM

preceding the choir practice. The first prac-
tice will be Thursday, September 9
first choir anthem w

in your UM Hymnal, no. 341, performed on
" Steve will send

Sunday, September 12
the choir mu-
sic in the near
future.

Please con-
sider adding
your voice to
the choir.

CHI
The chil drenods
September 19 ™
Sunday at
will perform the 4
beginning in October.

choi

12: 00 PM.

COPI ES OF

SERMONS

Copies of

pick one up in the Narthex. If
you would like to receive a so
copy, you can request one us

" and the
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. Rehearsals will be every

™ Sunday of each month
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Pastor
mons are available the Monday
following the sermon. You may
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the Response Sheet, and you
will receive one through email.
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EDUCATION

Adult Bible Study

There are several Bible Studies offered this
fall. Please sign up to one or more classes
you are interested in.

Sundays, 9:15 am
United Methodist Questions, United Meth-

odist Answers

Have you ever wondered what do
United Methodist believe in or how it is
structured? Then, this is a class for
you. This class will introduce key
United Methodist beliefs and practices
through 78 questions and answers.
Jackie Trotter Dove will be teaching
this class.

Wednesday, 4:30 pm
Mar kdos Gospel

tament for Beginners

We will study the basic themes, histo-
ries, personalities, and meanings of the
Gospel of Mark. This is a 7 week class.
Class will be held on Wednesday, 4:30
pm beginning on Sept 22 **
dra will be teaching this class

Wednesday, 7:00 pm
Life Lessons with Max Lucado: The Books

Pastor San-

of Acts.

Liane Osborne will be leading a 12
week Bible Study on Wednesday eve-
nings at 7:00 pm, starting on Septem-
ber 22. The book of Acts records the
continuation of
ples after Jesus ascended to heaven.
The first followers of Jesus came from
different backgrounds, yet demon-
strated amazing community as the
early church was formed. Please sign
up on the bulletin insert by September
5™ so that books can be ordered.
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Charge Conference
Oct25 ™, 7:30 pm

Everyone is invited to attend!

SPRC members will meet with our DS
at 6:30 PM

Committee Chairs, Lay Speakers,

Lay Leader and Treasurer please
note that your reports for the Charge
Conference are due in the church office

¥y no later than  October 10. Please sub-
mit them in MS Word (if possible) on

either a floppy disc or via email by the

a\d due date.
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CHURCH DINNER
Sun., Sept, 25 - 5:30 PM
The New

t ch: Tes -

Celebration of coming back together as we
begin another church year. Bring in your
baby picture and we will try to figure out
who it is.

What God has promised, He will
gecpmplish -t with His help, we
are willing to set aside our fears,
trust Him, and by faith take

some new steps.

Gary J. Oliver
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We are in need of some
volunteers to help with
greeting, ushering, reading
and counting the offering after church. If
you are able and interested in helping this
ministry, please contact the church office
at 508 -877 -2151 or Pastor Sandra.

COMMUNION OFFERING

Do you know where your communion offering
goes to?

Every 1st Sunday of the Month during com-
munion, we ask people to donate to the Pas-
tord6s Discretionary
help those in our church and community who
are in financial need. Over the years, it has
been used to pay for groceries, utility bills,
and rent. If you know someone or are in
need yourself, please see Pastor Sandra

Fund

UPPER ROOM/ALIVE NOW

Copies of the Sept/Oct issues of THE UP-
PER ROOM and ALIVE NOW are available
in the narthex. Please use the envelopes
provided for your donation to cover the cost

of these publications.

Chances are, you'll never be able
to answer the "what if's" in life.
But as long as you know that the
Lord is with you, you can be as-
sured that He has all the answers
you need. - Joyce Meyer

m BOOK CLUB H

Everyone is invited to come
each month at 7 PM for stimu-
lating discussion and great fel-
lowship.

The books are available at the local library or
at any bookstore. If you are not able to come

one month, thatodés OK, |
ing month.
Sept. 30: Day after Night , Anita Diamant
Oct. 28: American Jezebel , Eve LaPlante
Dec. 2: For One More Day , and Have a
Little Faith , Mitch Albom
This fund is used to

BOOKS FROM THE BOOK CLUB

Are you looking for some
great reads? There are
books from the Book Club in
the parlor on the book-
shelf. Please fill out the
sheet that is on the shelf
with whose book you are
taking so that we have a
record who has the

book. Enjoy reading!

Tuesdays 6:45 - 7:45 PM.

Want to lose some weight but hate to exer-

cise? Come out on Tuesday nights to First UMC
for a fun dance exercise class. Church members
get discount! Only $6 a class.
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