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 Our Church  
Mission  

 
 

To proclaim the 
Good News of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

 
To nurture and care 

for ourselves and 
others.  

 
 

To reach out to the 
community and the 

world by the  
witness of our lives, 

ministries and  

services.  
 

 
To help people to 

come into a relation-
ship with God in  

Jesus Christ through 
our outreach and 

witness  
 

 
To equip people for 

world - changing ser-
vice as they are sent 

into the world to 

touch the lives of 
others  

PASTORôS PONDERING 
 

     If you look around the mall, the stores and in your neighbor-
hood it is hard to see that Easter is on its way, like we do during 

the Christmas season.  You donôt see lights, decorations, and ad-
vertisements for sales. Yes, we do have a big Easter bunny tak-

ing pictures with kids at the mall but overall there is nothing 
special around us to remind us that Easter is just around the cor-
ner.  Also, unlike Christmas, Easter is truly celebrated by mainly 

Christians.  However, even many Christians, according to the re-
cent survey by the Barna Group, ñconsider Easter a religious 

holiday, but fewer identify the resurrection of Jesus as the un-
derlying meaning.  Only 2% of Americans Christians said that 
Easter is about the ñbirth of Christò; another 2% indicated it was 

about the ñrebirth of Jesusò; and 1% said it is a celebration of 
ñthe second coming of Jesus.  3% even described Easter as a 

celebration of spring or a pagan holiday.   Those who identify 
Easter explicitly as a celebration of the resurrection of Jesus 
were most likely to be evangelicals (73%), large church at-

tenders (60%), born again Christians (55%), active churchgoers 
(54%), upscale adults (54%), and Protestants (51%).  Most 

Catholics said they celebrate Easter as a religious holiday (65%).  
Still, just one - third of Catholics listed the resurrection as the 
meaning of the holiday (37%).  In comparison, Protestants were 

more likely than Catholics both to view Easter as a religious holi-
day and to connect the occasion to Jesusô awakening from death 

(78% and 51%, respectively).ò 
     So what does this research tells us?  David Kinnaman, who 

directed this project, points out ñmost Americans continue to 
view the Easter holiday as 
a religious celebration, but 

many of them are not clear 
as to the underlying rea-

son for the occasion.  Per-
haps most concerning, 
from the standpoint of 

church leaders, is that 
those who celebrate Easter 

because of the resurrection 
of Christ are not particu-
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COPIES OF PASTOR SANDRAôS 
SERMONS  

 
Copies of Pastor Sandraôs Ser-

mons are available the Monday 
following the sermon.  You may 

pick one up in the Narthex.  If 
you would like to receive a soft-
copy, you can request one using 

the Response Sheet, and you will 
receive one through email.  

WORSHIP  

 

April 4       EASTER SUNDAY   
Scripture Passage:  I Corinthians 15:19 -26                                                                                                                                                                         

                        John 20:1 -18   
Sermon:  ñStop Crying and Liveò 
 

April 11       
Scripture Passage:  Acts 5:27 -32  

                                John 20:19 -31    
Sermon:  ñReceive the Holy Spiritò 
 

April 18       
Scripture Passage:  Psalm 30  

                                Acts 9:1 -20  
Sermon:  ñEyes Openò 
 

April 25     Jackie Trotter Dove Preaching  
Scripture Passage:  John 10:22 -30   

Sermon:  ñSnatched Away? I Think Not!ò 

HOLY WEEK ACTIVITIES  

larly likely to invite non -churched friends to 

worship, suggesting that their personal beliefs 
about Jesus have not yet translated into a 

sense of urgency for having spiritual conver-
sation with their acquaintances.ò 
     So my question to you my church family 

is: Where do you fit in this survey???  
Do you know what Easter is about and are 

you able to share your belief about this resur-
rected Jesus with your friends and neighbors?  
Are you able to share the most important as-

pect and cornerstone of our faith with others?  
     Are you able to invite non -church goers to 

our worship service on Easter?  
Kinnaman also points out in the article, ñif all 
of the people who said they would bring 

unchurched people with them on Easter were 
to follow through, Americaôs churches couldnôt 

handle the overflow.  The statistics project to 
something like 40 million church regulars who 

claim they are likely to bring someone as 
their guest.  If each of those people brought 
just one adult as their guest, thatôd be the 

equivalent of adding 115 new people per 
Christian congregation.  That would more 

than double the size of the average church!ò 
     Just imagine!  Isnôt this what we are 
called to do?  Didnôt Jesus tell his disciples to 

go and make disciples of all nations?  As fol-
lowers of the Resurrected Jesus, those of us 

who call ourselves Jesusô disciples, we must 
share with others what Easter is truly about 
and share the gift Jesus gave to the world.  

     So, I hope you picked up your eggs in last 
few weeks and will be bring a friend this 

Easter!  
      
Peace and Grace,  

           Pastor Sandra  

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP  
SERVICES  

 
Palm Sunday Service  
March 28, 10:30 AM  

Pancake Breakfast starting at 9 AM  
 
Maundy Thursday Service  

April 1, 6:15 PM at Wesley UMC  
Dinner will be served during worship  

  
Community Good Friday Service  
 April 2, 12 PM at Edwards Church  

 
FUMC Good Friday Service  

April 3, 7 PM  
 
Easter Service  

April 4, 10:30 AM  

http://www.kiskipby.org/images/woman preacher.jpg
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Every Sunday at 12 pm  

We hope to see you there!  

WE NEED YOUR EYES!  
 

 
 
 

 
First needs observant membersémany take 

responsibility for the ñcoffeeò hour follow-
ing  Sunday services only to find that there 
are no plates on which to put cookies or 

crackers.   Sometimes there are no cups for 
punch or coffee.   Not only are supplies being 

used for First UMC events, it has become evi-
dent that many outside groups using the 
church also feel free to use the churchôs 

kitchen supplies.   Needless to say when 
members look for supplies to use for church 

functions there are very few, or none at 
all.   If YOU notice supplies are low, please no-
tify the office so such needs can be ad-

dressed.  

JOIN THE SUNDAY MORNING 
BIBLE STUDY!!  

 
Sunday morning Bible study is in the  parlor at 

9:10 am -  please feel free to enjoy us 
any  Sunday.   We are using "Next Door Sav-

iorò by Max Lucado as our resource.  It is a 
book that discusses one bible character per 
week. You may join us even if you have not 

read the chapter.  Each week a  different char-
acter is discussed.   You will not be "behind" 

or "come in late" in the study when you join 
us.   Please call the office if you wish to attend 
as we will need to order more books.  We 

would love your company!   Drop in any time!  

EASTER EGG HUNT  
April 4, AFTER THE SERVICE  

 
All Children are invited to participate in the 
Easter Egg Hunt after the service Easter Sun-

day.  Bring your basket and join the fun!  

CHOIR PRACTICE  
 

Due to Holy Week services, Choir will 
meet on April 8 th  instead of April 1 st .  
 

 
WELCOME LUNCHEON FOR REV. 

MELISSA TUSTIN  
April 11, 1 PM  

  

Everyone is invited to a wonderful lunch with 
members of Community and Wesley UMC as 
we welcome our new Youth Minister and her 

family!  
The Luncheon will be held at First UMC.  

If thou wouldst find much favor and peace 

with God and man, be very low in thine 
eyes; forgive thyself little and others 

much.  
 
--  Robert Leighton  
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW YOUTH 
MINISTER  

 
      First United Methodist Church, Wesley 

UMC and Community UMC are happy to an-
nounce the appointment of  Rev. Melissa 

Tustin to the position of Youth Minister for 
our three churches.  
     Due to a prior commitment Pastor Melissa 

will begin working part time on March 1 st , and 
will take over the position fully on July 

1st .  She is planning to attend and participate 
in the youthôs planned mission trip to Ver-
mont on the week of July 4 th .  Bonnie - jean 

Rowe will continue to work with the youth un-
til July 1 st . 

     The Rev. Melissa Tustin is very excited to 
become new youth minister for Wesley, First 
and Community UMCôs.   She lives in Con-

cord, MA with her husband, Jeff, of twelve 
years and their two young sons, Sam, 5, and 

Eli, 7 months.  Her passion and gifts are in 
the areas of youth ministry, worship design, 
social justice and new forms of church.   In 

her free time, she enjoys singing, hanging out 
with friends, volunteering in the Kidôs Korner 

at MCI Concord and going to see her favorite 
band, Maeve.  She graduated from Emory 

University in 1997 and received her seminary 
degree from Harvard Divinity School in 
2001.   Although she is an ordained elder, she 

is on family leave from full time appoint-
ment.     

     There will be a Luncheon welcoming Pas-
tor Melissa on April 11, 1PM at First UMC.  All 
are invited all come and meet our new Youth 

Minister on that day.  

A WORD FROM OUR NEW 
YOUTH MINISTER  

 
     Introductions are my favorite.   Itôs the 

part where thereôs so much potential, 
when one can see and really appreciate 

the magic in a person, in a story or in a 
song.   After that, it gets harder.   The 
magic is still there just like it was in the 

beginning.   It just gets harder for us to 
see it, appreciate it, use it.  Itôs human 

nature, I guess.   But Iôm tired of it.  I 
want to be someone who sees magic 
every single day or at least someone who 

doesnôt let go of it without a fight.  I think 
Jesus was like that.   He could always look 

at a person be they a leper, a prostitute 
or a rich man and see into their heart.   He 
could be asked a trick question like 

ñShould we pay our taxes?ò  and respond 
with an insightful, true word about how 

things really are, which makes sense, I 
suppose.   He was fluent in Word of Godé   
     Theological musings aside, Iôm really 

looking forward to meeting all of you and 
having adventures together with God.   I 

plan to be at all youth events this spring 
as well as the youth mission trip this 

July.   If you havenôt decided to go, SIGN 
UP.  It will be a magical five days.  You 
also might want to set aside August 6 -

7.   Weôre thinking of spending a day at 
Soul Fest, a Christian music festival that 

has everything from Christian death metal 
to rap to alternative to gospel.   You can 
check it out at www.thesoulfest.com .   

See you all soon,  
Melissa  

mwtustin@yahoo.com  
 
     When you are joyous, look deep into 

your heart and you shall find it is only that 
which has given you sorrow that is giving 

you joy. When you are sorrowful look 
again in your heart, and you shall see that 
in truth you are weeping for that which 

has been your delight." Kahlil Gibran  

http://www.thesoulfest.com/
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UMYF ACTIVITIES  
We are on our way!  If you 

look around your church, 
youôll see a display board 

that tells all about our 
youth mission trip in July.  
Youôll also see a poster with 

our route to Rutland, VT 
marked out in $100 incre-

ments.  As of the printing of this newsletter, 
we have a little over $700 saved for the trip ï 
only $3,200 to go!  A special thanks to all 

who attended the Pasta Dinner and Youth Tal-
ent Show.  Itôs your generosity that has got-

ten us most of this distance.  
 
 

The Flamingos are returning!   All 
through the month of April, we will be accept-

ing orders to flock your loved onesô yards.  
When May hits ï the flocking will commence!  

For a donation, you can decorate your friend 
or familyôs yard with a fantastic clock of 
pretty pink flamingos.  Or, if you do not want 

to be flocked, you can purchase flamingo 
flocking insurance ï then, your yard will re-

main flamingo - free.  Look in your church nar-
thex for the bright pink flamingo flocking 
forms.   

 
 

Other dates to keep in mind:  
May 22, 2010 ï Multiple Church Yard 

and Booth Sale, at First UMC .  If you have 

things around the house that you are ready to 
get rid of, set them aside and weôll provide a 

good home for them.  More info to come.  
 
June 12, 2010 ï Car Wash!   Need I say 

more?  
 

Thank you again for all the support you 
have provided to our youth so far.  Our youth 
are our future and itôs your support that helps 

build a strong future for all.  

 

Bonnie - jean Rowe  

COMMUNION OFFERING  
 

Do you know where your communion offering 
goes to?  
 

Every 1st Sunday of the Month during com-
munion, we ask people to donate to the Pas-

torôs Discretionary Fund.  This fund is used to 
help those in our church and community who 
are in financial need.  Over the years, it has 

been used to pay for groceries, utility bills, 
and rent.  If you know someone or are in 

need yourself, please see Pastor Sandra.   

WANTED: COUNTERS  
  

We are in need of some volunteers to help 
with counting the offering after church. If 
you are able and interested in helping this 

ministry, please contact Claire Lind 508 -
788 -1509 or Pastor Sandra.  

  

Central MA District Spring 2010 

Meeting  
"Living with Illness"  

  
Saturday, April 10th  

9:30 am - 2 pm  
First United Methodist Church  

120 West Main Street, Westborough, MA  

  
If you are interested in attending please call 

Sherry to register at 508 -651 -1876 or email 
her at sheerycd@comcast.net  
Hope to See you!!!  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

mailto:sheerycd@comcast.net
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Everyone is invited to come each month at 7 

PM for stimulating discussion and great fel-
lowship.  

 
The books are available at the local library or 
at any bookstore.  If you are 

not able to come one month, 
thatôs OK, just join us the fol-

lowing month.   
 
 

April  29:  The Joy Luck Club , Amy Tan  
May 27:  The Lost Symbol , Dan Brown  

July 1:  Day after Night , Anita Diamant  
Aug 26:  World Without End , Ken Follett  
Sept. 30:  Eat, Pray, Love,  Elizabeth Gilbert  

Oct. 28:  American Jezebel , Eve LaPlante  
Dec. 2:  For One More Day , and Have a   

  Little Faith , Mitch Albom  

MINISTRY AT OAK KNOLL  
3 rd  Sunday at 1:30 pm  

(Dec, March, June)  
 

  You are invited to join the people of 
Wesley UMC, who have been sharing 

"fun" music at Oak Knoll for over  2 
years now.   We share our love  the third 
Sunday of every third month.   If you 

have any question, please contact Julie 
Rundlett.  

BOOK CLUB  

BOOKS FROM THE BOOK CLUB  
  

Are you looking for some 
great readings,  there are 

books from the Book Club in 
the parlor on the book-

shelf.   Please fill out a sheet 
that is on the shelf with 
whose book you are taking 

so that we have a record 
who has the book.   Enjoy 

reading!  
 ZUMBA FITNESS  

 

Want to lose some weight but hate to exer-
cise?   Come out on Tuesday nights to First 
UMC for a fun dance exercise class.   Church 

members get discount!   Only $6 a class.   
Class will begin on March 30 th , 6:45 - 7:45 

PM.  
 
Pick up a coupon in the church office!  

 

E- Waste Recycling Day  
Saturday, April 24  

9AM - 3PM  
 
 

Bring your old computers, monitors, stereos, 
radios, TVs, DVD players, etc to be disposed 
of in safe way.  

 
The following fees will be charged for each 

disposal:  
 
Free -  Keyboards, Cell Phones (will be do-

nated to Cell Phones for Soldiers  
Program)  

 
$5.00 each -  Monitors, Computers, Stereos, 
Radios, Microwaves, DVD Players  

$10 each ï Dishwashers, Stoves, Washers, 
Dryers and HW Heaters  

 
All items should be empty and contain no 
gasoline, oil or water!  

No limit on the amount of items for disposal!  
 

Please e -mail denwaynewood@yahoo.com  
with any questions or call Dennis Wood 508 -

277 -7513  

mailto:denwaynewood@yahoo.com


7 

 

CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS  
FOR HATTIE B. COOPER  

COMMUNITY CENTER  
 

 The Hattie B. Cooper center was 
started almost 100 years ago by 

2 Methodist women, who saw a need in the 

Roxbury community.   
They believed that the children and families in 

the neighborhood needed quality services.   
To help this center, please bring in UPC 
codes for products in the Campbell Soup 

family.   A list of eligible products can be 
picked up on the Outreach table in the Nar-

thex.  

OUTREACH  

FOOD DRIVE  
1 Person, 1 Can, 1 Week  

 

With the current financial 
situation in our country, there 

are many families who are 
struggling to put food on their 
tables.  Many food banks are 

having a shortage of food to 
give out to those in need.  So, 

bring in a non -perishable items each week to 
help those in need.   

TOILETRIES FOR THE SHELTER  
 

  Have you ever wondered what to 

do with all those little shampoos, 
soaps, lotions, etc that you col-
lected from all the hotels? Well, 

we have a place for them to go to 
good use.  You can also purchase 

them in the travel section of a Wal -Mart or a 
drug store.  We will donate them to Shadows 
Shelter.  So, bring in all your collections or if 

you happen to be at a hotel, pick them up 
and bring them to the church.  There is a bas-

ket for them in the Narthex.   

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
 

      The prayer shawl minis-
try is going strong and we 
just delivered lap robes and 

shawls to the cancer doctors 
in my building. The 

shawls  were deeply appreciated and they 
were excited to be able to give some shawls 
to some of their patients to bring home.   If 

anyone would like to make a shawl or lap 
robe, please feel free to do so.   Also, there is 

a need for crocheted or knitted hats for the 
patients to  wear as their hair falls out.   If this 
is of interest to you, please feel free to make 

as many as you would like and Marty will de-
liver them. The only criteria is that the yarn 

must be soft as the patient's  scalps get quite 
sore.  

LEAP  
     "LEAP" into Mission is the theme of 

the United Methodist Church for this 
year. The Outreach Committee has 
agreed that our church will be a part of 

the weekend long kick off by  sponsoring 
a CHANGE OUR LOCAL WORLD weekend 

May 1 and 2. Our goal is to have EVE-
RYONE involved . You are not too 
young or old to participate. We will 

have two sign up sheets. The first is for 
volunteers to donate their time and tal-

ents  and the second for jobs to 
be accomplished. If you know of some-
one who needs help please  sign them up 

(a neighbor, friend, relative, etc.).   This 
is like a home grown mission project 

where we can paint, work outside clean-
ing yards, do minor repairs, etc.  These 
projects will be done on May 1st from 

9:00 -  3:00.  Now for those of you that 
say you can't do that kind of work we will 

be asking the people whose homes we 
work on to come to church as our guests 

on Sunday May 2nd.   We will hold a 
Thank You coffee hour following the ser-
vice and so for those of you who feel you 

can not commit to being a part of the 
Saturday event, we ask that you volun-

teer to bake, provide punch, decorate the 
hall, be a greeter etc on Sunday. Again, 
our goal is to have everyone partici-

pate in some way for one or both 
days.  

      Please help us help others and 
spread the word of our project along with 
spreading "THE WORD".  


